
 

   VOL.: 1, ISSUE: 1, JULY - SEP, 2025                                                                                     ISSN: AWAITING 
 

Page: 89 of 94 
 

https://ijmis.org/ 

 

 

 

The Role Of Marriage In Jane Austen's 'Pride And Prejudice 

Manjeet Kumar 

Assistant Professor, Department of English 

Government College Bahadurgarh (Evening Shift) 

 

KEYWORDS 
 

Marriage, Pride and 

Prejudice, Jane 

Austen, love, social 

status, character 

development, Regency 

England, gender roles, 

romantic relationships, 

societal critique. 

ABSTRACT 
 

This research paper explores the pivotal role of marriage in Jane Austen's 

Pride and Prejudice, analyzing how the institution shapes characters’ social 

status, personal growth, and romantic relationships. Marriage, in the novel, is 

not only a social expectation but also a reflection of individual values, desires, 

and the evolving gender roles in Regency England. Through the lens of 

characters like Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy, the paper examines how 

marriage serves as a medium for character development, societal critique, and 

the negotiation of love versus financial stability. Austen uses marriage as a 

thematic device to critique societal norms, presenting both romantic and 

pragmatic approaches to union. The study also delves into the complex 

relationships between love, wealth, and marriage, highlighting how these 

elements influence character choices and outcomes. 
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1. Introduction 

In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, marriage is 

more than just a central plot device—it is a 

reflection of the social norms and gender 

dynamics of the Regency era. The novel, set in 

early 19th-century England, highlights the 

intricate relationship between love, social 

expectations, and financial necessity. For women, 

marriage often represents the most viable means 

of securing social standing and financial security. 

Through characters like Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. 

Darcy, Austen presents a multifaceted view of 

marriage, where personal desire, societal 

pressure, and economic considerations intersect. 

The narrative explores how these factors shape 

characters’ decisions and ultimately contribute to 

their personal growth and the resolution of the 

plot.(1) 

This paper seeks to analyze the role of marriage 

in Pride and Prejudice, examining how it serves 

as both a social institution and a catalyst for the 

development of the novel's key themes, such as 

individual agency, class structure, and gender 

roles. By exploring the contrasting views of 

marriage, such as those represented by characters 

like Charlotte Lucas, who pragmatically marries 

for security, and Elizabeth Bennet, who values 

love and mutual respect, the paper will 

investigate how Austen critiques and reflects 

upon the expectations placed on women in her 

time. Furthermore, the study will discuss how 

marriage, as portrayed in the novel, is not only a 

personal choice but a commentary on the 

complexities of love and social status in the 19th 

century.(2) 

 

1.1 Background of Marriage in Regency 

England: 

Marriage in Regency England was not only a 

personal union but a vital social institution that 

defined one’s status and future. For women, 

marriage was often the only means of securing 

financial stability and respectability. In a society 

where women's roles were largely confined to the 

domestic sphere, the choice of a marriage partner 

had significant implications for their social 

standing. A woman’s inheritance, family 

background, and ability to secure a wealthy or 

socially prominent husband could directly impact 

her family’s fortune and reputation. (3) Similarly, 

for men, marriage was a way to consolidate 
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wealth, secure heirs, and maintain or elevate 

social rank. The Regency period (1811–1820) 

was marked by a class-driven society, where 

societal expectations and the pursuit of financial 

stability heavily influenced marital decisions. 

Romantic love, while present, was often 

secondary to the practicalities of financial 

security, social compatibility, and family 

interests. This reality of marriage shaped the 

behaviors and decisions of individuals, as seen in 

Pride and Prejudice, where characters such as 

Charlotte Lucas prioritize security and 

practicality, while Elizabeth Bennet seeks a 

marriage based on mutual respect and affection. 

The cultural norms of the time, therefore, made 

marriage a complex negotiation between personal 

desires, social expectations, and economic 

necessity.(4) 

 

1.2 The Social and Economic Importance of 

Marriage: 

In Regency England, marriage was far more than 

a personal bond; it was a crucial social contract 

that dictated an individual's status, security, and 

future prospects. For women, particularly those 

without substantial personal wealth or 

inheritance, marriage was often the only way to 

secure financial stability and social respectability. 

The lack of economic independence meant that a 

woman’s options for securing a livelihood were 

limited, making a well-matched marriage 

essential for survival in society. Marrying into 

wealth or social status could elevate a family’s 

position, while a poor or unsuitable marriage 

could lower a family’s standing or financial 

situation.(5) 

Men, on the other hand, often sought marriages 

that would either consolidate their existing wealth 

or bring new resources, such as land or dowries. 

A marriage could strengthen alliances, expand 

property holdings, and produce heirs to carry on 

the family name and wealth. In a society where 

lineage and inheritance were of paramount 

importance, marriage was not only an individual 

concern but one that affected entire family estates 

and reputations. 

In Pride and Prejudice, Austen explores the 

tension between romantic love and the social and 

economic pressures surrounding marriage. The 

characters in the novel are frequently confronted 

with the notion of marriage as a financial 

transaction rather than a union based on love. 

This is exemplified in the characters of Mr. 

Collins, who views marriage as a practical 

obligation, and Charlotte Lucas, who marries for 

security rather than passion. The economic and 

social imperatives of marriage during the 

Regency period thus play a critical role in 

shaping the characters’ choices and the broader 

themes of the novel.(6) 

 

1.3 Characters and Their Views on Marriage: 

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen presents a 

range of characters with diverse perspectives on 

marriage, each reflecting the complex interplay 

between love, social expectations, and economic 

necessity in Regency England. 

Elizabeth Bennet: Elizabeth's view on marriage is 

deeply rooted in the belief that it should be based 

on mutual respect, affection, and personal 

compatibility. She rejects the idea of marrying for 

convenience or security alone, as seen in her 

refusal of Mr. Collins' proposal, despite the 

practical benefits of such a union. Elizabeth 

values emotional connection and intellectual 

equality in marriage, and her evolving 

relationship with Mr. Darcy exemplifies the 

transformative power of love that overcomes 

initial misunderstandings and societal prejudices. 

Mr. Darcy: Initially, Mr. Darcy's view on 

marriage is influenced by social class and family 

expectations. He is reluctant to marry outside his 

social circle and initially sees marriage as a 

means to maintain or enhance one's social 

standing. However, over the course of the novel, 

Darcy undergoes significant personal growth, 

shifting his perspective toward a more genuine 

understanding of love and mutual respect. His 

eventual proposal to Elizabeth, based on 

admiration and affection, marks his 

transformation from a man concerned with 

societal conventions to one who values personal 

connection.(7) 

Charlotte Lucas: Charlotte represents a pragmatic 

view of marriage, prioritizing security and 

stability over romantic love. She accepts Mr. 

Collins' proposal despite his lack of emotional 

appeal, seeing marriage as a means to escape her 

uncertain future and to secure a stable position in 

society. Charlotte’s decision reflects the harsh 

reality that, for many women of her time, 

marriage was a necessary means of survival, 

rather than an opportunity for romantic 

fulfillment. 

Mr. Collins: Mr. Collins, as a clergyman and the 

heir to the Bennet family estate, views marriage 

primarily as a social obligation and a means to 

secure his place in society. His proposal to 

Elizabeth is based on his desire to fulfill his duty 

to his benefactor, Lady Catherine de Bourgh, and
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to align with societal expectations of marriage. 

He is blind to the emotional and personal aspects 

of marriage, viewing it as a transactional 

arrangement rather than a partnership based on 

affection. 

Lydia Bennet: Lydia represents the youthful, 

romantic idealization of marriage, but her 

reckless pursuit of love demonstrates the dangers 

of marrying without considering its social or 

economic implications. Her elopement with Mr. 

Wickham highlights the risks of acting 

impulsively and the importance of societal 

reputation in the marriage process. 

Jane Bennet: Jane, Elizabeth's older sister, 

embodies the idealistic view of marriage 

grounded in love and gentleness. Her relationship 

with Mr. Bingley is initially hindered by 

misunderstandings and class considerations, yet 

she remains optimistic about love and marriage. 

Jane's unwavering belief in the goodness of 

people reflects the idealistic view of marriage as 

a harmonious and loving union.(8) 

Each of these characters brings a unique 

perspective to the novel’s exploration of 

marriage, reflecting the varying social pressures 

and personal desires that shaped marital decisions 

in the Regency period. Through their experiences, 

Austen critiques the societal norms that govern 

marriage and highlights the tension between 

personal happiness and social obligation. 

 

1.4 Austen’s Critique of Marriage and Gender 

Roles: 

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen subtly 

critiques the institution of marriage and the rigid 

gender roles that govern it in Regency England. 

Through the diverse experiences of her 

characters, Austen highlights the limited choices 

available to women, whose social status and 

future prospects were often determined by 

marriage. Women, like the Bennet sisters, were 

expected to secure a match with a suitable man, 

often prioritizing financial stability and social 

rank over personal desires. Austen’s portrayal of 

characters like Charlotte Lucas, who marries for 

security, and Mr. Collins, who views marriage as 

a duty rather than a partnership, underscores the 

pragmatic nature of many unions during this 

period. (9)At the same time, the novel critiques 

the unrealistic expectations placed on women to 

marry well while maintaining their decorum and 

propriety. Elizabeth Bennet, by contrast, 

challenges these conventions by asserting her 

right to choose a partner based on mutual respect 

and love, defying societal norms that view 

women as commodities in the marriage market. 

Through these characters and their experiences, 

Austen critiques the oppressive nature of gender 

roles, where women’s worth was often tied to 

their marital prospects, and presents marriage not 

as an inevitable social contract, but as a complex 

institution that should be based on genuine 

affection and equality.(10) 

 

1.5 Historical Context of Marriage in 

Literature: 

Marriage in literature, particularly during the 

Regency and Victorian eras, reflects the societal 

norms and expectations of the time, with many 

works using the institution of marriage to explore 

themes of social status, gender roles, and personal 

choice. In the early 19th century, marriage was 

often seen as an essential societal and economic 

transaction, rather than purely an emotional or 

romantic union. In novels like Pride and 

Prejudice, marriage serves as both a plot device 

and a lens through which the characters’ social 

mobility, personal desires, and societal pressures 

are examined.(11) Literature from this period 

often portrays the tension between personal 

affection and the need for financial security, as 

seen in the characters' marital decisions. Women's 

roles in marriage were heavily influenced by the 

norms of the time, where their social and 

financial security was largely dependent on the 

prospect of a suitable marriage. Literary works, 

especially by authors like Austen, not only reflect 

these historical attitudes but also offer subtle 

critiques of the institution, questioning the 

limitations it places on women’s autonomy and 

highlighting the social and economic constraints 

of the time. Through their portrayal of marriage, 

these works provide valuable insight into the 

complexities of personal identity, social 

expectations, and the limitations placed on 

women in the 19th century.(12) 

 

1.6 Marriage as a Social Contract in Pride and 

Prejudice: 

In Pride and Prejudice, marriage is portrayed as 

more than just a romantic union; it is 

fundamentally a social contract that dictates the 

characters’ positions within society. In the rigid 

class system of Regency England, marriage was 

often seen as a means to secure one’s financial 

stability, social status, and family lineage. For 

women, particularly those without substantial 

wealth or inheritance, marrying well was the only 

way to ensure a respectable future. Characters 

like Charlotte Lucas exemplify this pragmatic 

view of marriage, as she chooses security over 

romantic love when she accepts Mr. Collins' 
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proposal. Charlotte’s decision to marry for social 

stability reflects the societal pressures placed on 

women to find a suitable match, often at the 

expense of their personal desires. Similarly, Mr. 

Collins views marriage as a social obligation, 

believing that it is his duty to marry and fulfill the 

expectations of his benefactor, Lady Catherine de 

Bourgh.(13) Even the seemingly romantic 

relationship between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. 

Darcy is influenced by societal considerations, as 

Darcy’s initial reluctance to marry Elizabeth is 

based on her lower social standing. However, as 

their relationship develops, they both learn that a 

successful marriage must be based on mutual 

respect and affection rather than social 

conformity. Through these characters, Austen 

critiques the institution of marriage as a social 

contract that often prioritizes societal norms over 

individual happiness, and challenges the idea that 

marriage should only serve as a means to an 

end.(14) 

 

1.7 Relevance of Marriage Themes to 

Contemporary Society: 

The themes of marriage explored in Pride and 

Prejudice remain highly relevant to contemporary 

society, even though the social context has 

evolved. While the rigid class system and 

economic dependence of women have 

significantly changed, the fundamental questions 

about love, security, and personal choice in 

marriage continue to resonate today. In modern 

times, marriage is still viewed by many as a way 

to solidify emotional and financial stability, 

though the balance between these factors has 

shifted. Many people still navigate societal 

expectations when choosing a partner, with 

pressure from family, social norms, or cultural 

expectations influencing their decisions.(15) 

Moreover, the evolving dynamics of gender roles 

in marriage, with increasing emphasis on equality 

and partnership, echo the transformations seen in 

Pride and Prejudice. Just as Elizabeth Bennet 

challenges the notion of marriage as a purely 

transactional affair and seeks a union based on 

mutual respect, contemporary society 

increasingly values emotional connection and 

shared values as the foundation of marriage. 

Furthermore, the tensions between personal 

desires and societal pressures, particularly in 

areas such as interfaith or interracial marriages, 

remain central to ongoing societal conversations. 

Austen's portrayal of marriage, with its focus on 

personal agency, social critique, and the interplay 

of love and practicality, offers valuable insights 

into how societal expectations continue to shape 

individual choices in relationships(16) 

1.8 Love and Marriage: Competing Ideals 

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen contrasts the 

competing ideals of love and marriage, 

highlighting the tension between romantic 

affection and societal or economic considerations. 

For many of the characters, marriage is primarily 

viewed as a social contract, shaped by class, 

wealth, and family expectations. This view is 

embodied by characters such as Mr. Collins and 

Charlotte Lucas, who approach marriage as a 

pragmatic necessity rather than an emotional 

connection. Charlotte’s marriage to Mr. Collins, 

despite his lack of romantic appeal, is driven by 

the need for financial security and social 

respectability. In contrast, Elizabeth Bennet 

represents the ideal of marrying for love, 

rejecting the notion of a union based solely on 

convenience or status. She values mutual respect, 

intellectual compatibility, and affection over 

wealth or social advantage, as seen in her 

relationship with Mr. Darcy.(17) 

However, even Elizabeth’s view of marriage is 

influenced by social expectations, as her initial 

refusal of Darcy is partly due to his perceived 

arrogance and her perception of their unequal 

social standing. Darcy’s journey, from seeing 

marriage as a matter of social duty to realizing 

that love and mutual respect should be its 

foundation, exemplifies the novel’s exploration of 

the conflict between love and the societal 

obligations tied to marriage. Austen’s critique of 

marriage as a social institution is evident as she 

demonstrates the pitfalls of marrying for 

convenience, while also showing how love can 

transcend class and societal expectations. 

Through the contrasting ideals of love and 

marriage, Austen highlights the complexities of 

relationships in her time, and presents the idea 

that a truly successful marriage must balance both 

emotional connection and practical 

considerations.(18) 

 

1.9 Intersection of Class and Marriage 

In Pride and Prejudice, the intersection of class 

and marriage is a central theme that highlights the 

social constraints and expectations of Regency 

England. Marriage, during this time, was not 

simply about personal choice or romantic love; it 

was inextricably linked to social status and the 

need to preserve or elevate one's position within 

the rigid class structure. The characters in the 

novel are constantly navigating these societal 

divisions, where class distinctions shape their 

opportunities and decisions regarding marriage.



 

   VOL.: 1, ISSUE: 1, JULY - SEP, 2025                                                                                     ISSN: AWAITING 
 

Page: 93 of 94 
 

https://ijmis.org/ 

For women, class and marriage were tightly 

intertwined, as a woman’s social standing was 

largely determined by her marriage prospects. 

Characters like Elizabeth Bennet and her sisters 

are acutely aware of the limitations imposed by 

their social class, as they must find suitable 

husbands to secure their futures. The Bennet 

family, with their relatively modest income and 

lack of inheritance, must rely on strategic 

marriages to maintain respectability. Elizabeth’s 

initial rejection of Mr. Collins, despite his secure 

position, underscores her desire for a marriage 

based on personal compatibility rather than class 

conformity.(19) 

Mr. Darcy’s initial reluctance to marry Elizabeth, 

despite his deep affection for her, is also a result 

of class considerations. He initially sees her 

lower social standing as a significant barrier to 

their union, reflecting the rigid class prejudices of 

the time. His transformation throughout the 

novel, from viewing marriage as a matter of 

social rank to understanding it as a union based 

on love and mutual respect, reflects Austen’s 

critique of class-based social systems. 

The novel ultimately critiques the intersection of 

class and marriage, illustrating how rigid social 

expectations constrain personal choices. Austen 

uses the evolving relationships in the story to 

challenge the idea that marriage should be driven 

solely by social rank, instead presenting a vision 

of marriage that values emotional connection and 

mutual respect, regardless of class.(20) 

 

Conclusion: 

In Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen uses marriage 

as a central theme to explore the complex 

intersections of love, social class, and personal 

choice in Regency England. Through the diverse 

perspectives of characters like Elizabeth Bennet, 

Mr. Darcy, Charlotte Lucas, and Mr. Collins, 

Austen critiques the societal pressures that shape 

marital decisions, highlighting the tension 

between romantic ideals and the practical realities 

of marriage as a social contract. While love and 

personal compatibility are central to Austen’s 

vision of marriage, the novel also acknowledges 

the significant role that social status and 

economic considerations play in shaping 

individuals' choices. 

Austen’s exploration of marriage goes beyond the 

mere romantic ideal, offering a nuanced critique 

of the social structures that limit individual 

agency, particularly for women. The evolving 

relationship between Elizabeth and Darcy 

represents the possibility of a marriage that 

transcends social expectations, founded on 

mutual respect, love, and personal growth. 

Ultimately, Pride and Prejudice challenges the 

traditional notion of marriage as a transaction, 

suggesting that true happiness in marriage comes 

from a balance between affection, equality, and 

individual agency. The themes of marriage, love, 

and social expectations in the novel continue to 

resonate today, providing valuable insights into 

the ongoing negotiation between personal desires 

and societal pressures in relationships. 
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